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Memo #10-04

To: Help Me Grow Project Directors
County Family and Children First Coordinators

From: Wendy Grove, Ph.D., Program Administrator
Bureau of Early Intervention Services

Copy: HMG staff, Angela Sausser-Short, OFCF, OFCF Regional Coordinators, Katrina Bush, DODD,
DODD Regional Staff

Subject: Eligibility in HMG Home Visiting March 12, 2010 — July 1, 2010
Date: March 30, 2010

On March 12, 2010, Help Me Grow policies were shared with all county programs and HMG partners
and stakeholders. These policies will go into effect on July 1, 2010 once Ohio Administrative Code HMG
Rules are through the public comment and filing processes. This memo is to provide guidance to HMG
county programs about their options for home visiting program eligibility between now (March 12,
2010) and July 1, 2010 when policies and rules go info effect.

Counties can opt to continue to use the current At-Risk eligibility criteria they are employing until July
1, 2010 or they may request a waiver to implement the revised Home Visiting eligibility prior to July 1,
2010.

A. Continue to Use Current At-Risk Eligibility
1. Some counties opted to restrict their At-Risk eligibility criteria last year by requesting a
waiver from the Ohio Family & Children First Council to use the eligibility requirements in
the proposed Help ME Grow eligibility policy. Those eligibility requirements were:
a. Expectant, first time mothers, < 200% of FPL with two additional risk factors,
orb.
b. First time mothers (or fathers), < 200% of FPL with two additional risk factors
whose baby is less than 6 months of age, or
c. Children (birth to age three) identified through Children’s Protective Services
with substantiated cases of abuse or neglect who are not eligible for Part C
early intervention services.
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e Risk Factors include: Adolescent parent, Single parent, Lack of stable residence
or dangerous living conditions, maternal prenatal substance abuse, History of
abuse or neglect, Parent with alcohol or drug dependence, Parent with chronic
or acute mental illness or developmental disability

2. Other counties chose to maintain the original At Risk eligibility criteria (i.e., 27 risk factors,
child must meet between 4 and 6 of them to be in the HMG at-risk program; available at
http://www.ohiohelpmegrow.org/ASSETS/22BA6584EFB249BA926615C9140C5DB9/OIdEligi
bilityforWeb.pdf)

B. Counties can choose to request a waiver to implement the NEW Home Visiting eligibility

Any county program may request a waiver to start using the NEW Home Visiting eligibility criteria
(available here:
http://www.ohiohelpmegrow.org/ASSETS/33E8COCO00DF422D94D06B70ABA970E3/HVEligDeter.pdf)
now instead of waiting until the July 1, 2010 implementation date. To request this option, please see
the Family & Children First process for an exemption from the current eligibility criteria for the Help Me
Grow program for at risk children (available at: http://www.fcf.ohio.gov/dotAsset/7835.pdf).

Important to note in making this decision is that training, final guidance and final forms are not yet
ready.

Once counties have received approval via the waiver process, they would use the “New At Risk Eligibility
Standard” button in Early Track to make children eligible (see below).
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Evaluations

| Eligibility List Eligibility Detail

Assessments

S[fr‘_}B_qings Please update the selected eligibility information to determine the child's eligibility

Eligibility category. Items in blue * were selected for this child at Referral.

IFSP Risk Factors:

COSF [T Acute family crisis [ Maternal prenatal substance abuse

Transition " Parent has 4 or more hool
preschool age

Exit Child " Adolescent mother (age < 20) children

Case Notes [ Parent or Primary Caregiver with

Transfer Child I Asphyxia chronic or acute mental illness,

developmental disability or mental
retardation

" Parent or Primary Caregiver with a
developmental history of loss and Jor

History
r

[~ Atypical infant behavioral
characteristics

abuse
™ Atypical recurring accidents involving I Parent or Primary Caregiver with drug
the child or alcohol dependence

[ Blood lead level of 10 ug/dl or higher I Parent or '?”_"‘a”' Caregiver with
severe chronic illness
I Chronic otitis media I Parent/child separation
[ Chronically disturbed family [ Physical or sodial isolation and/or lack
interaction, including domestic violence  of adequate social support
[" Serious concermn from parent or
[ Demographic characteristics provider regarding a child's development,
parenting style or parent-child interaction
[ Family has inadequate health care or
no health insurance
[ Family income up to 185% of Federal
poverty guidelines
[ Family medical/genetic history
characteristics

[ Severe prenatal complications
[ Severe perinatal complications

[~ Small for gestational age

[ History of child abuse or neglect,
including physical neglect, emotional
neglect, physical abuse and sexual abuse
" Lack of stable residence,
homelessness or dangerous living
conditions

" Very low birth weight (less than 1500
grams)

" New At Risk Eligibility Standard

[ Limited prenatal care

LT F—

e

This risk factor is the only one that should be checked. No other risk factor should be checked. Please
note that this risk factor is a temporary fix for this revised eligibility standard. ODH is working on
revamping how the new Home Visitation data, including eligibility, will be captured in Early Track.

If you have any further questions about what criteria you should be using for eligibility into Help Me
Grow, please contact your Help me Grow Technical Assistance Consultant or email the Interim Part C
Coordinator for Ohio, Wendy Grove, Ph.D. at wendy.grove@odh.ohio.gov.
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