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Please join us on June 3, 2013 for Project LAUNCH   
State and Local Council Meeting 

Olde Dutch Restaurant 
12791 State Route 664 S 

Logan, OH 43138 
8:30 a.m.— 4 p.m.  

 

Dialogue with experts from across the state on: 

 Developing Child Wellness  

Join us as we discuss how to move forward: 

 Care Coordination 

 The Integration of Behavioral Health, Mental Health and    
Primary Care 

 Workforce Development Initiatives 

 Creating Sustainability for the Local LAUNCH efforts  

 
Our national Technical Assistance Consultants: 

J. Michael Rovaris, LCSW 
Sr. Technical Assistance Specialist, Education 
Development Center, Inc. (EDC) 
Deb Perry, Ph.D., Georgetown University, Center for 

Child and Human Development 
 
State and Local Project LAUNCH Directors: 

State:  Harvey Doremus, MA 

Local: Dawn Graham, PhD 
 
RSVP to Lillian Bouldware:  
614-466-0597 or by email to Lillian.Bouldware@odh.ohio.gov  
DEADLINE to RSVP is May 24, 2013 
Register and pay for lunch:  8 a.m.. – 8:30 a.m. 
Meeting:                 8:30 a.m.. – 4 p.m. 

Project LAUNCH Moving Forward into Sustainability! 
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IntegraƟon of BH & PC            4 

IntegraƟon of PC & BH             3 

Workforce Development  5 

Contact InformaƟon: Ohio Department of Health                                                                             
    246 North High Street, 5th Floor 
                                          Columbus, Ohio 43215         
General Inquires: Lillian Bouldware   Lillian.bouldware@odh.ohio.gov                                       
               Marybeth Boster    Marybeth.boster@odh.ohio.gov  
 
Managing Editor: Harvey Doremus Harvey.doremus@odh.ohio.gov   

Project LAUNCH grantees design and deliver programs, services, 
and other types of support to promote young child wellness in 
their target communities. They base services and supports on 
evidence-based practices (EBPs): approaches to promotion, pre-
vention, or treatment that are validated by documented research 
evidence. Services and supports may also be based on emerging 
or promising practices. In fact, each Project LAUNCH grantee 
implements a range of practices in five designated topic areas 
listed below. Grantees, especially those funded in 2010, empha-
size substance abuse prevention in many of their activities. 
 

Project LAUNCH’s Five Prevention and Promotion Strategies 

1. Screening and assessment in a range of child-serving settings 

2. Integration of behavioral health into primary care settings 

3. Mental health consultation in early care and education 

4. Enhanced home visiting through increased focus on social and        
emotional well-being 

5. Family strengthening and parent skills training 
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 Care CoordinaƟon 
The Ohio Department of Health 

School Nursing Program 

In the spring of each year, the School 
Nursing program provides a conference in 
three regions of the state. This year,  there 
was a half-day conference specifically tar-
geting nurses working in the Head Start 
setting, followed by an all-day conference 
targeting school nurses.  Nurses practicing 
in those settings are part of the planning 
committees, which enable the program to 
provide education on current topics of inter-
est and disseminate relevant information 
related to healthcare trends, school health 
nursing practices, legislative requirements 
and data for school health program imple-
mentation. 

The ODH School Nursing program also 
provides summer confer-
ence opportunities. There 
are two coming up this 
summer.  On June 14 and 
18, a day-long conference 
will be held as part of the 

series Public Health Nurses: Successful 
Partnerships with Ohio Schools.  These 
conferences target licensed public health 
nurses who work in the school setting and 
are geared to address their areas of inter-
est.  In addition, on June 25 there will be a 
training for school nurses on the timely 
topic of human trafficking.  Registration for 
these summer conferences will be availa-
ble soon—please check the ODH School 
Nursing program website for registration 
information. The School Nursing program 
also provides opportunities for nurses to do 
online, independent study courses for con-
tinuing education contact hours.  A six-hour 
online course, Medication Administration in 
Ohio Schools: Training for School Person-
nel, provides licensed health professionals 
with the tools to teach school staff how to 

administer medication in the school setting.  
Impact SIIS A-Z teaches nurses the latest 
information about Ohio’s electronic immun-
ization registry. All of the online courses 
are free. 

In addition, the School Nursing program 
provides monthly live one-hour webcasts 
as part of the series Public Health Nurses: 
Successful Partnerships with Ohio 
Schools.  These webcasts feature a differ-
ent topic each month and were developed 
in consultation with public health nurses 
working in schools. They have been ex-
tremely popular. The live webcast is then 
archived and is available as an online inde-
pendent study.  Please see the course 
descriptions on the website for the sched-
ule of topics. 

Finally, the ODH School Nursing program 
is seen as a key communication link to 
schools and their communities.  Towards 
that end, the program manages the ODH 
School Nurse Bulletin Board.  If you have 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
us. 

Ann M. Connelly, MSN, RN, LSN, NCSN 
Supervisor, School Nursing Program 
Ohio Department of Health 
School and Adolescent Health 
Ann.connelly@odh.ohio.gov    
 
 

SEO‐IAT Celebrates Serving 100th 
Child  
Southeastern Ohio Interdisciplinary Team 
Celebrates Achievement.  Integrating 

Professionals of Appa-
lachian Children (IPAC) 

hƩp://www.ipacohio.org  

would like to congratu-
late the Southeastern Ohio Interdiscipli-
nary Assessment Team (SEO-IAT) on 
reaching a huge milestone of serving 
their 100th child! The SEO-IAT is a team 

of professionals started by the IPAC col-
laborating together in care coordination 
since 2008, who specialize in young child 
health and wellness. 

The goal of the team has been to pro-
vide diagnostic assessments for children 
age birth to eight who have developmen-
tal concerns. The team approach allows 
collaboration among different disciplines 
at the same assessment. Typically chil-
dren are seen over two visits and then 
the family returns for a feedback ses-
sion. Children are referred into the clinic 
by the OU Family Navigator program, 
also established by IPAC and working in 
conjunction with IPAC's Project LAUNCH 
care coordination initiatives.  The team 
meets families on the fourth Tuesday of 
every month at the Ohio University Hear-
ing, Speech & Language Clinic in Grover 
Center. 

Currently the team consists of a develop-
mental pediatrician and clinical child psy-
chologist from Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital, a speech-language pathologist 
and audiologist from the Ohio University 
Hearing, Speech and Language Clinic, 
and a family navigator from the Heritage 
College of Osteopathic Medicine.  

To schedule an appointment or for more 
information on the program, contact Fam-
ily Navigator Sue Meeks at (740) 593-
9534. 
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 IntegraƟon of  Primary & Behavioral HealthCare  

Ensuring	Overall	Child	Wellness	and	Integration	of	Services!	

Pediatric Psychiatry Network 
The Pediatric Psychiatry Network (PPN) is 
a private/public collaborate initiative of the 
Ohio Department of Mental Health, many 
of Ohio’s Children’s Hospitals and child & 
adolescent psychiatry residency training 
programs. With funding from a Transfor-
mation State Incentive Grant (TSIG) this 
technologically supported system went live 
on October 7, 2010.  PPN continues to 
operate through the donation of the ser-
vices by our active participating provider 
sites. 
 
The services are available to provide a 
decision support system for primary health 
care providers in screening, diagnosing, 
treatment and medication management of 
children and adolescents with behavioral 
health conditions.  Through the system, 
community health care providers can either 
utilize the dedicated toll-free number 24 
hours a day and obtain a provider for    
psychiatrist consultation regarding their        
patients or they can request a consult or 
information through a dedicated website.  
The website also contains protocols for       
common psychiatric illnesses as well as 
other educational materials, links and   
Information regarding local mental provid-
ers and links to the participating provider     
hospitals.   
 
The website was redeveloped and            
re-launched in January 2013.  PPN has 
improved the layout and expanded the 
content areas to include family/consumer   
resources and educational information on a 
larger array of behavioral health and devel-
opmental issues in collaboration with the 
Ohio Department of Health, the Ohio   
Chapter of the American Academy of Pedi-
atrics, the Ohio Department of Develop-

mental Delays and all the dedicated clini-
cians who have expertise in these areas.  
The merger of ODMH and ODADAS will 
also provide an opportunity to expand drug 
and alcohol use prevention and treatment 
information on the website. 
 
All PPN services are available to primary 
care, pediatric and other physicians and 
providers free of charge.  Calls are routed 
through a centralized call center and basic 
information is collected for evaluation pur-
poses only.  No PHI is collected, recorded, 
stored or shared.   
 
As of March 30, 2013, 772 consultations 
have been completed for children and 
youth throughout Ohio as well as some 
living nearby in neighboring states. Based 
on the localities where the calls originate 
from we have been able to determine that 
each family served through this service is 
saving an average of $200 of                  
out -of-pocket expenses inclusive of     
mileage, meals, parking, lost wages and 
child care expenses.   
 
The infrastructure of PPN also includes 
videoconferencing equipment located at all 
the participating provider sites.  As remote 
community sites are identified with secure 
video capabilities patients who require a 
face-to-face consultation with a child or 
adolescent psychiatrist may be able to uti-
lize telepsychiatry services within their own 
community or medical home. A collabora-
tion with the Ohio Department of Medicaid 
has made it possible to conduct a small 
telepsychiatry pilot.  The pilot is being eval-
uated to determine best practices, quality 
of care recommendations, efficiency and 
patient and provider acceptance.  
 

All of these services facilitate and support 
high quality, cost effective integrated health 
care within the patients’ medical home 
whenever possible and in collaboration 
with local community mental health provid-
ers.  The decision support services help to 
bridge the knowledge gap that may exist 
for primary health care providers in the 
area of behavioral health.  Through the use 
of available technology the network helps 
to increase access to and expand the ser-
vices of the very limited number of child 
and adolescent psychiatric specialists into 
rural and underserved areas in an efficient 
and cost effective manner.  Additionally, 
the technology infrastructure allows for 
dissemination of training opportunities and 
quality improvement efforts. 
 
Many partnerships and collaborations have 
been made possible through this program 
during the last two years.  In addition to 
addressing access barriers these partner-
ships include work regarding workforce 
development, clinical quality improvement 
outreach initiatives, technology advance-
ment and support and coordination of care. 

Beth Ferguson, M.H.A., M.G.M., P.M.P  
Ohio Department of Mental Health 
30 East Broad Street, 8th floor   
Columbus, OH  43215                                
PPN Toll-free # - 1.800.779.6446 
Website—www.pedpsychiatry.org 
http://www.oucom.ohiou.edu 
Beth.ferguson@mh.ohio.gov 
614/466-9971 
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Mission: 
The mission of Pediatric Psychiatry Network is to help youth across Ohio through technologically  ad-
vanced and linked statewide child and adolescent psychiatry decision support, by increasing access to 
clinical information and services, and improving clinical quality for primary care providers and community 
mental health centers. 

mailto:Beth.ferguson@mh.ohio.gov�


 IntegraƟon of  Primary & Behavioral HealthCare 

Ohio Department of Mental Health Awards $1.2M in Community Funding for                       
Early Childhood Mental Health Initiatives as Part of the Governor's                                    

Race To The Top Early Learning Challenge Grant 

Partnering with ODE, ODJFS, ODH, 
ODDD, the Governor’s Office for Heath 
Transformation, and Head Start, the Ohio 
Department of Mental Health is continuing 
its commitment to improving mental, social 
and emotional wellness outcomes for 
Ohio’s youngest residents, children birth to 
age 6. These funds will target the ongoing 
provision of early childhood mental health 
specialists to consult with early child care 
providers and educators in each county 
throughout the state. Ohio’s Early Child-
hood Mental Health Consultants will focus 
on the social and emotional functioning of 
young children who have disabilities or 
delays, are high need or low income, or 
English language learners.  Working direct-
ly with educators, licensed child care cen-
ters, and certified home-based early child 
care providers, the consultants will make 
classroom observations, help assess    
children’s social and emotional adjustment 
and provide professional development 
training and feedback to educators and 
early child care professionals on classroom 
environment, strategies for managing    
challenging behaviors. They will also make 
linkages to area mental health providers for 
children and families in need of more    
specific services and supports. 
 
Dr. Valerie Alloy, ODMH Project Lead for 
Early Childhood Mental Health Initiatives 
stated “the importance of focusing re-
sources on young children who are display-
ing behavioral, emotional, social or devel-
opmental concerns is good clinical and 
business practice.  If not addressed early, 
the needs of children with these types of 
concerns only grow requiring substantially 

more human and financial resources.  The 
research is clear that when the behavioral, 
social and emotional needs of young chil-
dren are addressed early, they experience 
better retention rates in early childcare and 
preschool settings.”   Dr. Alloy added, 
“...and long term, our interventions promote 
great outcomes for young children and 
families, resulting in improved academic 
success, increased resiliency and protec-
tive factors. I like to think of it as a Win-Win
-Win!” 
 
For more information on Race to the Top 
Early Learning Challenge visit: 
www.earlychildhoodohio.org  and to view 
Summit County’s ECMH program in action 
visit:  “Toddler and Preschoolers Succeed-
ing” (TAPS):  www.cgfs.org 
 
UPDATE: 
The Ohio Department of Mental Health has 
begun service delivery by a team of 17 
Early Childhood Mental Health Consultants 
statewide to early childhood centers, family 
childcare centers and Early Head Start and 
Head Start programs. The primary activity 
at this time is identification of high-need 
programs for which professional develop-
ment and training will be provided in the 
areas of social and emotional health;    
impact of trauma in early childhood;     
managing challenging behaviors; improved 
cultural competency and stress             
management for caregivers.  
Anticipated outcomes of the project include 
improved family engagement, reduced 
expulsion rates from early child care     
settings and early linkage and referral to   
behavioral health services to prevent     

escalation and worsening of possible    
emotional or behavioral symptoms.  
 
For more information please contact Dr. 
Valerie Alloy, Office of Children, Families 
and Prevention at the Ohio Department of 
Mental Health 614-728-0251 or email her 
at valerie.alloy@mh.ohio.gov 
 

The Ohio Department of Health          
administered the Healthy Child Care 
Ohio (HCCO) Child Care Health        

Consultant (CCHC)    
network from 2002 
through June 30, 2012.                     
The HCCO program, which 
was funded with blended 

dollars from Maternal and Child Health 
Block Grant, Child Care Development 
Fund, Part C of IDEA and GRF, provided a 
statewide network of registered nurses who 
offered free training and technical assis-
tance to early care and education providers 
on a wide variety of health and safety top-
ics. Core modules included asthma, aller-
gies, developmental screening (using the 
ASQ and ASQ:SE), vision screening (in 
collaboration with Prevent Blindness Ohio), 
inclusion of children with special needs and 
SIDS risk reduction. A limited number of 
licensed/registered    dietitians also devel-
oped and presented modules on nutrition, 
menu planning,    accommodating children 
with special    dietary needs, and maintain-
ing a healthy weight. 
Continued on page 5 
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Child Exposure to Trauma 

The final report has been posted to the Effective Health Care Program Website: Child Exposure to Trauma: Comparative Effective-
ness of Interventions Addressing Maltreatment. This review serves as an urgent call for improving and building the evidence base for 
interventions to promote the well-being of maltreated children.  
http://effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/index.cfm/search-for-guides-reviews-and-reports/?productid=1396&pageaction=displayproduct 
 
Screening for Postpartum Depression 
The final report has been posted to the Effective Health Care Program Website: Efficacy and Safety of Screening for Postpartum De-
pression. The potential effectiveness of screening for postpartum depression appears to be related to the availability of systems to 
ensure adequate follow-up of women with positive results.  
http://effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/index.cfm/search-for-guides-reviews-and-reports/?pageaction=displayproduct&productid=1438 
 
MAY: 
PEW Home Visiting Campaign Webinar:  Outcomes in Focus—Addressing Maternal Stress and Depression 
TUESDAY, MAY 14, 2013 3 p.m.  
Can home visiting lead to better birth and early learning outcomes by targeting maternal stress and depression?  In this webinar, 
moderated by Rebecca Stone, consultant to the William J. and Dorothy K. O’Neill Foundation, you will hear from experts on the neu-
roscience of maternal distress and its links to child health and development, and learn how home visiting programs are using this 
knowledge to adapt and enhance their practice and improve outcomes.  To register go to:  https://www4.gotomeeting.com/
register/132343351 
 

ODH Update: 
This past year was very busy and exciting for ODH.  Among the many things accomplished last year were three major projects includ-
ing the State Health Assessment, the State Health Improvement Plan and the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) Strategic Plan. The 
2013-2014 Strategic Plan identified six priorities including expanding Patient-Centered Medical Homes across the state, curbing to-
bacco use, decreasing the infant mortality rate, reducing obesity, strengthening relationships with external stakeholders and enriching 
the work climate at ODH. One important strategy to make sure ODH achieves the agency’s goals is the recent development of a 
Quality Improvement Committee (QIC). One of the first initiatives of the QIC is to monitor ODHs’ progress in the area of collaboration 
and building relationships.  ODH will be sending a short survey of eight questions to our external stakeholders to collect baseline 
feedback regarding the quality of our customer service delivery. The survey will be sent to over 1400 external stakeholders.  
 

Workforce Development 
Workforce Development / Webinar Announcements / Upcoming Events 

Integration of  Primary & Behavioral HealthCare Cont’d 
The Ohio Department of Health administered the Healthy Child Care Ohio (HCCO)                                                            
Child Care Health Consultant (CCHC) network from 2002 through June 30, 2012.        

(Continued from page 4) 

Although funding for HCCO ended with 
SFY2012, a new iteration of the network is 
in development through funding from the 
Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge 
Grant. In December 2011, Ohio was 
awarded $69.9 million to support early 
learning and development, with the charge 
of addressing the needs of the most vulner-
able children aged birth to kindergarten 
entry: children living in low-income families, 
children with developmental disabilities and 
English language learners. During the four 
year grant period, Ohio will improve the 
quality of early learning environments serv-
ing high needs children through new early 
learning and development standards, 
a  comprehensive assessment system, and 
expanded statewide professional develop-
ment opportunities to support the work-
force. A comprehensive statewide profes-

sional development system will create a 
coordinated regional model with support 
teams in each of 12 regions, representing 
child care (ODJFS), education (ODE), 
mental health (ODMH) and health (ODH), 
with input from DODD.  

ODH has received four million  dollars (one 
million    dollars each 
year of the grant) to 
deploy a new network of 
Health      Promotion 
Consultants (HPC) who 
will provide training on 

the health and development domain of the 
new standards. These health professionals 
will initially assist in the creation of stand-
ardized modules that address the main 
topics under “Physical Well-being and Mo-
tor Development,” but will ultimately devel-

op resources on more specific topics, such 
as those previously  addressed by the 
HCCO CCHCs.  

ODE recently completed the RFP for the 
Statewide Professional Development Sys-
tem and ODH currently has an RFP posted 
for the HPC network that aligns with this 
broader contract. It is anticipated that the 
contract will be awarded in the spring with 
HPCs hired and in the field by summer 
2013.  

Melissa Courts 
Program Consultant  
Ohio Department of Health 
PH: 614-728-6782 | FX: 614-728-9163 
melissa.courts@odh.ohio.gov  
www.ohiohelpmegrow.org   

http://effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/index.cfm/search-for-guides-reviews-and-reports/?productid=1396&pageaction=displayproduct�
http://effectivehealthcare.ahrq.gov/index.cfm/search-for-guides-reviews-and-reports/?pageaction=displayproduct&productid=1438�
https://www4.gotomeeting.com/register/132343351�
https://www4.gotomeeting.com/register/132343351�
https://www4.gotomeeting.com/register/132343351�
https://www4.gotomeeting.com/register/132343351�
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P r o j e c t  L A U N C H  N e w s l eƩ e r  

A n n o u n c e m e n t s / U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s / W e b i n a r s  

JUNE: 
You are invited to the Minds Matter: Ohio Psychotropic Medication Quality Improvement Collaborative Statewide Kickoff 
meeting.   This event will be held on June 4, 2013 at The Fawcett Center, 2400 Olentangy River Road, Columbus Ohio 
43210 from 8 a.m. -5 p.m., with registration opening at 7:30am.  
Please register using the following link: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/mindsmatterjune 
 
The purpose of this event is to launch Minds Matter: Ohio Psychotropic Medication Quality Improvement Collaborative. 
Minds Matter is a statewide initiative that is working to increase timely access to safe and effective psychotropic medica-
tions and other treatments for children who need them, improve pediatric patient health outcomes for these children, and 
reduce medication-related adverse effects. Partners include the BEACON (Best Evidence Advancing Child health in Ohio 
Now!) Council and various public and private healthcare leaders, stakeholders, and medical professionals. 
 
This event is sponsored by the Ohio Office of Medical Assistance, The Ohio Department of Mental Health, and the Office 
of Families and Children, The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services, OSU Government Resource Center. 
  
Thank you again for your interest in the new BEACON Minds Matter initiative.  We look forward to your participation. For 
questions regarding this event, please contact Allison Lorenz at Allison.Lorenz@osumc.edu or 260-450-7842. 
 
State Council Meetings: 
 
June 3, 2013 
State and Local Joint Council Meeting 
8:30 a.m.—4 p.m. 
Olde Dutch Restaurant 
12791 State Route 664 S 
Logan, OH 43138 
 

Monday, August 5, 2013 

Monday, October 7, 2013 

Monday, December 2, 2013 

Ohio Department of Health 
ODH Basement 35 Chestnut (Training Room A) 
1 p.m.—3 p.m. 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/mindsmatterjune�
mailto:Allison.Lorenz@osumc.edu�
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